
Northern Flint Hills Audubon Society 2021 BIRDATHON REPORT 

AND REQUEST FOR YOUR SUPPORT 

                           May 2021 

 Many of you have received this report from Clyde Ferguson for the past 35 years. 

 Clyde has asked me to make this report for him, too.  Clyde celebrated his 90th last June. 

Dear Friend, 
 

The 36th annual Birdathon was more like the first 34.  We had three teams working the area and two 

others who added to the species.  The Ferguson team consisted of Clyde working his 36th from his home 

watching his feeders, 22 species, and his son, Bob, and his family who found 23 more species in the areas 

nearby.  My team, Koelliker, included Lowell Johnson and Mike Kanost and we scoured the area plus 

Carole Ann Harbers watched her feeder.  My team added 38 unique species to the overall total of 98 

species.  Patricia Yeager, worked alone at Lake Elbo and surrounding areas and added 10 additional to 

the total.  Scott Taylor found four additional species and finally, Jacque Staats reported the first ruby-

throated hummingbird siting of the year. It was a tremendous effort, and the result was positive 

identification of 98 species that are found in our area.  The included report shows the species found in the 

’21 column in RED and the letter there represents the team credited with finding that species.  
 

Unusual species found this year are shown on the enclosed page of pictures.  Both the Ross’s goose and 

snow goose were the firsts ever. This was only the second year that a fish crow was found.  The same is 

true for a pair of Prairie Falcons.  The American Avocet was found for only the third time.  

Unfortunately, we missed a number of species that we had found nearly every year in the last 20 – 

Greater Prairie Chicken, Northern Bobwhite, Wilson’s Phalarope, Western Kingbird, N. Rough-Winged 

Swallow, Warbling Vireo, Orange-Crowned Warbler, Lincoln’s Sparrow, and Baltimore Oriole.  Just a 

few days make a big difference in the appearance of many migrants in our area. 
 

I always enjoy working on this Birdathon because I like the challenge and making this detailed report 

makes me even more aware of our local birds. Too, I hope you find this report interesting & informative. 
 

Yes, this report is a request for your financial support for the Northern Flint Hills Chapter of the 

Audubon Society.  This effort is our primary fund-raising activity.  Last year nearly 100 contributors 

generously contributed almost $3,600 that the chapter put to good use to support our efforts in the area. 
 

I am again asking for your support by completing the section below, tearing it off, and sending it along 

with your check or cash to me, Jim Koelliker, at 3500 Mintons Lndg, Manhattan, KS 66503.    

 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - -RETURN THIS PORTION WITH YOUR CONTRIBUTION- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Please print your information    Remember:  A contribution of $15.00 or more 

Name_____________________________  provides you a year’s access to The Prairie Falcon! 

Address___________________________  ____ Yes, I/ we want The Prairie Falcon newsletter. 

__________________________________ ____ Yes, full-color issue to my E-mail address:  

I/ we are contributing      ___________________________ 

____ 0.15 ($14.70); ____ 0.20 ($19.60);   

____ 0.50 ($49.00); ____other ($________)              Make your check payable to the NFHAS and mail it 

me, along with this section and mail it to  

Your contribution is tax deductible             Jim Koelliker, 3500 Mintons Lndg, Manhattan, KS 66503 

      to the full extent of the law.     785-776-4915    koellik@sbcglobal.net 



BIRDS OF THE NORTHERN FLINT HILLS      SPECIES
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  LOONS & GREBES **   DIURNAL RAPTORS **   GULLS & TERNS **

Common Loon 0 9 5 3 2 3 2 Turkey Vulture F 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 Franklin's Gull K 0 9 8 7 6 5 3 2 1 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2

Pied-billed Grebe Y 0 8 7 5 4 3 2 1 9 8 6 5 3 Osprey T 9 6 5 4 3 8 6 5 3 2 Bonaparte's Gull 0 8 7 3 1 9 4

Horned Grebe 8 7 5 4 3 8 Mississippi Kite Ring-billed Gull K 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 2

Eared Grebe 8 7 5 4 3 2 1 0 8 6 5 4 3 2 Bald Eagle K 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 1 6 5 3 Herring Gull

Western Grebe Northern Harrier Y 8 4 1 9 6 4 3 2 Thayer's Gull

  PELICANS & CORMORANTS Sharp-Shinned Hawk 0 6 5 2 8 5 2 Glaucous Gull

American White Pelican K 0 8 5 4 3 1 0 8 7 6 5 4 3 Cooper's Hawk F 0 7 6 5 1 6 5 Caspian Tern 0 6 9

Brown Pelican 4 Northern Goshawk Common Tern 7

Neotropic Cormorant 2 Red-Shouldered Hawk F 0 8 6 Forster's Tern 0 9 8 7 6 2 1 0 9 7 4 3 2

Double-crested Cormorant K 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 Broad-Winged Hawk Y 8 2 5 Least Tern

  WADING BIRDS Swainson's Hawk 0 8 7 5 4 3 1 Black Tern

American Bittern Red-Tailed Hawk F 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 Laughing Gull

Great Blue Heron F 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 Ferruginous Hawk   DOVES & CUCKOOS

Great Egret 8 6 3 2 1 9 7 5 4 3 Rough-Legged Hawk Rock Dove (Pigeon) F 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2

Snowy Egret 9 6 4 Golden Eagle Mourning Dove F 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2

Little Blue Heron 3 1 6 American Kestrel F 0 8 7 6 5 3 2 0 9 8 7 5 4 3 2 Eurasian Collared Dove K 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0 9 8 7 6

Cattle Egret 5 3 1 9 6 Merlin K 5 4 2 White-winged Dove 9 7 3

Green-backed Heron Y 0 8 6 5 4 9 4 3 Peregrine Falcon 9 7 8 Common Ground-Dove

Black-crowned Night Heron Prairie Falcon K 1 Black-Billed Cuckoo

Yellow-crowned Night-Heron   FOWL Yellow-Billed Cuckoo 8

White-Faced Ibis 0 8 Ring-Necked Pheasant F 0 3 2 0 8 7 6 5 3 1   OWLS

  WATERFOWL Greater Prairie-Chicken 0 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0 9 8 7 5 Common Barn Owl

Ross's Goose K Wild Turkey F 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 Eastern Screech-Owl 3 9 3 2

Snow Goose K Northern Bobwhite 0 9 6 5 4 3 2 1 0 9 8 6 5 4 3 2 Great Horned Owl F 0 4 3 9 8 7 6 5

Canada Goose F 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2   MARSH BIRDS Barred Owl K 0 9 8 7 5 4 3 2 1 0 9 8 7 6 5 3 2

Cackling Goose 6 Sora 9 7 Long-Eared Owl

Wood Duck 0 9 7 6 3 2 1 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 Purple Gallinule Short-Eared Owl

Green-Winged Teal Y 0 8 6 5 4 3 4 2 American Coot K 0 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1   GOATSUCKERS, SWIFTS, HUMMINGBIRDS & KINGFISHERS

Mallard K 8 7 6 4 3 2 1 0 8 6 5 3 2 Sandhill Crane Common Nighthawk 4 1

Northern Pintail 8   SHOREBIRDS Common Poor-Will K 0 9 8 6 5 3 2 1 0 7 6 4 3

Blue-winged Teal F 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 Black-Bellied Plover Chuck-Will's-Widow 0 9 6 4 3 2 1 9 8 7 6 4 3 2

Cinnamon Teal 2 Lesser Golden-Plover Whip-Poor-Will K 0 9 8 6 5 4 3 2 1 0 9 7 6 5 4 3 2

Northern Shoveler K 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 Snowy Plover Chimney Swift T 9 8 6 5 4 3 2 1 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 2

Gadwall K 0 9 8 7 5 4 3 2 1 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 Semipalmated Plover 2 White-Throated Swift

American Wigeon 8 7 5 4 3 1 5 Piping Plover 6 Ruby-Throated Hummingbird S 0 9 8 7 2 8

Canvasback Killdeer F 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 Belted Kingfisher F 0 9 8 7 6 5 3 2 1 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2

Redhead 0 5 3 2 6 5 American Avocet F 3 1   WOODPECKERS

Ring-necked Duck 0 8 7 5 4 3 1 9 8 4 2 Greater Yellowlegs K 0 9 8 7 6 5 3 2 1 9 7 6 5 Red-Headed Woodpecker K 0 9 8 7 6 3 2 0 9 7 6 4

Lesser Scaup 0 8 7 5 4 3 1 9 8 4 3 2 Lesser Yellowlegs K 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 Red-Bellied Woodpecker F 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2

Greater Scaup 3 Solitary Sandpiper 9 8 7 6 5 4 2 1 0 9 7 6 4 3 2 1 Pileated Woodpecker Y 0 9 7

Surf Scoter Dunlin 3 Downy Woodpecker F 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2

Common Goldeneye 3 1 Willet 5 4 3 2 1 9 4 Hairy Woodpecker K 0 2 9 6 5 2

Bufflehead 0 5 4 3 Spotted Sandpiper K 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 2 1 Northern Flicker F 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2

Hooded Merganser 5 8 4 Upland Sandpiper K 0 9 8 7 5 4 3 2 1 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 1   FLYCATCHERS

Common Merganser 0 6 1 0 8 4 Long-Billed Curlew Olive-Sided Flycatcher

Red-breasted Merganser 0 7 6 8 Hudsonian Godwit 7 Eastern Wood-Pewee

Ruddy Duck 0 8 7 6 5 4 3 1 9 7 3 2 Marbled Godwit 1 Willow Flycatcher 6 1

**The number, the last digit of the year, is only a marker. Semipalmated Sandpiper 9 7 6 5 3 2 1 Least Flycatcher 1 8

NORTHERN FLINTHILLS AUDUBON SOCIETY Western Sandpiper 2 Eastern Phoebe F 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2

COMBINED BIRDATHON 2021 SUMMARY:  April 24 and 25 , 9 8 7 6 5 2 1 7 6 Great Crested Flycatcher 0 6 4 3 2 1 9 8 7 6 2

**The letters in the '21 Column indicate the team credited with finding that species. White-Rumped Sandpiper Western Kingbird 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 9 8 7 6 5 3 2

WEATHER: 24th - seasonal and pleasantly cool    25th - windy and warm Baird's Sandpiper 7 5 4 2 7 Eastern Kingbird Y 0 9 8 7 6 4 2 1 0 9 8 7 6 4 3 2

Habitat Area(s) Searched:  Team Ferguson (F): Clyde's backyard; Pottawottamie State  Pectoral Sandpiper 0 9 8 7 6 2 1 9 6 5 1 Scissor-Tailed Flycatcher 0 9 3 2 0 8 7 6 4

Lake #2; University Animal Sciences and Agronomy farms, Tuttle Puddle State Park. Stilt Sandpiper   LARKS

Hunter's Island and Konza Prairie.  Team Koelliker (K):  In addition to Team F Long-Billed Dowitcher 7 1 5 2 Horned Lark Y 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0 9 8 7 6

Rocky Ford, Knox Lane, Konza Prairie, and West Marlatt Avenue. Team Yeager (Y) Common Snipe 0 8

searched Lake Elbo and surrounding areas.  Team Taylor (T) searched the general American Woodcock

Manhattan area as well as Konza Prairie.  Team (S)taats searched west of Manhattan. Wilson's Phalarope 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 9 8 7 6 5 4 2

Short-Billed Dowitcher 4
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  SWALLOWS **   VIREOS **   SPARROWS **

Purple Martin K 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 White-Eyed Vireo Eastern Towhee 7 3 2

Tree Swallow K 0 9 7 6 5 4 3 1 9 8 7 5 4 3 2 Bell's Vireo Spotted Towhee Y 0 9 8 7 5 4 2 1 9 6 3

N. Rough-Winged Swallow 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 Solitary Vireo Rufous-Crowned Sparrow

Bank Swallow 8 7 6 5 3 2 8 7 6 Yellow-Throated Vireo 0 7 6 2 American Tree Sparrow

Cliff Swallow F 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 Warbling Vireo 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 Chipping Sparrow F 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2

Barn Swallow F 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 Philadelphia Vireo Clay-Colored Sparrow 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 9 8 7 6

  JAYS & CROWS Red-Eyed Vireo 6 2 1 7 6 Field Sparrow K 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0 9 8 7 6 4 2

Blue Jay F 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2   WOOD WARBLERS Vesper Sparrow K 8 7 5 3 2 0 7 5

Black-Billed Magpie Tennessee Warbler Lark Sparrow K 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2

American Crow F 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 Orange-Crowned Warbler 0 9 8 7 6 5 3 2 1 0 9 8 7 6 5 3 2 1 Lark Bunting

Fish Crow F 0 Nashville Warbler 7 6 4 3 2 0 3 Savannah Sparrow K 0 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0 9 8 7 6 5 4

  TITMICE, NUTHATCHES & CREEPERS Northern Parula T 0 9 8 7 6 5 3 2 1 0 9 8 7 6 4 2 Baird's Sparrow

Black-capped Chickadee F 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 Yellow Warbler 0 7 6 4 3 2 1 7 6 Grasshopper Sparrow Y 0 4 3 2 1 0 9 8 7 6 5 4

Tufted Titmouse F 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 Chestnut-Sided Warbler T 2 Henslow's Sparrow 4 3 1

Red-Breasted Nuthatch F 9 7 3 1 0 8 6 5 2 Magnolia Warbler Le Conte's Sparrow 4

White-Breasted Nuthatch F 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 Cape May Warbler Fox Sparrow

Brown Creeper 8 Yellow-Rumped Warbler Y 0 9 8 7 6 5 3 2 1 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 Song Sparrow 0 9 8 7 5 3 9 8 7 4 3

  WRENS Townsend's Warbler 4 Lincoln's Sparrow 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 1 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3

Carolina Wren F 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 Black-throated Green Warbler 9 Swamp Sparrow 7 5 5 4

Bewick's Wren Blackburnian Warbler White-throated Sparrow F 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 9 8 7 6 5

House Wren Y 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 Yellow-Throated Warbler White-crowned Sparrow F 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 9 8 7 6 4

Winter Wren Pine Warbler Harris' Sparrow F 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2

Sedge Wren Palm Warbler 0 8 6 4 Dark-eyed Junco 8 1

Marsh Wren 1 Bay-Breasted Warbler McCown's Longspur

  KINGLETS & GNATCATHERS Blackpoll Warbler 1 Lapland Longspur

Golden-Crowned Kinglet Cerulean Warbler Smith's Longspur 8

Ruby-Crowned Kinglet 0 9 8 7 5 3 1 9 8 7 6 5 Black-and-White Warbler 0 9 6 Chestnut-Collared Longspur

Blue-Gray Gnatcatcher F 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 American Redstart Snow Bunting

  THRUSHES Prothonotary Warbler 6 5 3 9 7   BLACKBIRDS, MEADOWLARKS & ORIOLES

Eastern Bluebird K 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 Ovenbird 4 1 Bobolink

Mountain Bluebird Northern Waterthrush 6 Red-Winged Blackbird F 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2

Townsend's Solitaire Louisiana Waterthrush 0 9 8 6 5 0 9 7 6 Eastern Meadowlark K 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2

Veery Kentucky Warbler Western Meadowlark F 0 9 5 2 1 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2

Gray-Cheeked Thrush Mourning Warbler Yellow-Headed Blackbird K 0 9 8 7 6 5 3 2 1 9 7 6 4 2

Swainson's Thrush 0 7 6 4 1 9 7 Common Yellowthroat 7 2 1 9 8 6 Rusty Blackbird 3

Hermit Thrush Wilson's Warbler 4 Brewer's Blackbird 7 2 9 4 2

Wood Thrush 2 Canada Warbler Great-Tailed Grackle 0 8 7 6 5 2 1 0 9 6 4 3

American Robin F 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 Yellow-Breasted Chat Common Grackle F 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2

  THRASHERS (MIMIC THRUSHES)   TANAGERS Brown-Headed Cowbird F 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2

Gray Catbird 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 9 8 Summer Tanager 0 9 8 6 5 3 2 8 6 Orchard Oriole 1 6

Northern Mockingbird K 0 9 8 5 4 1 0 8 7 3 Scarlet Tanager Baltimore Oriole 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 9 8 7 6 3 2

Brown Thrasher F 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2   GROSBEAKS & BUNTINGS   FINCHES

  PIPITS, WAXWINGS, SHRIKES & STARLINGS Northern Cardinal F 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 Pine Grosbeak

Water Pipit Rose-Breasted Grosbeak 1 Purple Finch

Sprague's Pipit 4 Black-Headed Grosbeak House Finch F 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2

Bohemian Waxwing Blue Grosbeak Red Crossbill

Cedar Waxwing K 0 8 5 4 3 2 1 0 9 8 7 6 4 3 Lazuli Bunting 6 Common Redpoll

Northern Shrike Indigo Bunting 0 6 4 0 8 Pine Siskin K 8 3 9 8 5

Loggerhead Shrike 0 9 6 5 5 Painted Bunting American Goldfinch K 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2

European Starling F 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 Dickcissel 0 6 4 9 7 Evening Grosbeak

Teams and Observers: Team  (F)erguson -- Clyde, son Bob and his wife and daughters   Team (K)oelliker -- Jim, Lowell Johnson, Mike Kanost, and Carole Ann Harbers, feeder wathcher.

Team (Y)eager:  Patricia Yeager                Team (T)aylor:  Scott Taylor     Team (S)taats:  Jacque Staats House Sparrow F 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2

TOTAL SPECIES  9
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Best Birds of 2021

Fish Crow – 2nd Time Found, 

but they are now here often.

Bufflehead

Ross’s Goose – 1st Time Found and with Canada  

Goose.  Pictures by Lowell Johnson

Ruby-Throated Hummingbird; 

7th time found, but 5th in a row.

American Avocet – 3rd Time Found

Snow Goose – 1st Time Found and with Canada Goose.

Pictures by Lowell Johnson

Prairie Falcon – 2nd Time Found

Others found less often in the past 30 years, but not shown:

Merlin, 5th; Red-Shouldered Hawk, 4th; Chestnut-Sided Warbler, 2nd 
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